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Slav and Marina Balt of custom furniture label KRÖMM
Design. (Photo by Elena Yurchenko)

Business card holders made of Wenge wood and
aluminum. (Photo by Marina Balt)

Maple coffee table. (Photo by
Marina Balt)

Walnut coffee table. (Photo by
Marina Balt)

“All the objects around us, sidewalks, buildings, windows, are square,
rectangular or have angles,” says Slav Balt, but “nature is all curves.” Mother
Nature in all her curvaceous beauty is ever-present in the Montreal
woodworker’s creations.

KRÖMM, which is Breton for “curve,” is the name for Balt’s functional
furniture and accessories label. Launched in April 2013, the small business
he runs with his wife, Marina, offers hardwood coffee tables and nightstands
of varying sizes that share one overarching quality: a circular shape.

“I want to do
something different…
but that remains
affordable,” says Balt.
A methods agent for
Bombardier by day, he
immigrated to Canada
with Marina from
Belarus in 2009 to
pursue woodworking
studies.

The artisan, like many
in his field, sells his
wares exclusively
online, which without
the huge markup of
retail stores, keeps the
price of his
handcrafted goods
relatively low. Equally concerned with his ecological footprint, Balt operates a
sustainable business to the best of his abilities, using local wood, water-
based glue and a health-safe and eco-friendly natural oil finish. “I try to use
types of wood from Canada and the United States to ensure they were
produced intelligently and with respect for the environment,” he says.

The pair work out of a small workshop in Rosemont, where Balt sketches,
designs and crafts the tables while Marina takes care of the finishing
touches: sanding and packaging, as well as the financial and marketing end
of things. “I do make a lot of comments and suggestions on the sketch and
once the prototype is ready,” she says. KRÖMM offers free delivery and
mounting (if needed) to Montreal residents. The Balts have clients across
Canada and the United States, and exhibit their wares at the Paragon
Surfacing showroom in Vancouver, B.C., a countertop company where
designer Iryna Shyroka commissioned a table from the duo after discovering
them online.

They plan to open a
Montreal showroom,
get on the expo and
trade-show circuit, and
expand their product
line. Already, the
couple has launched a
range of smaller
objects—including
business card holders
and iPhone stands—
made out of exotic
Wenge lumber and
aluminum, starting at
$25.

KRÖMM is a part-time vocation for Balt, whose job at Bombardier—where he
completed a brief internship before becoming a full-time methods agent—
informs his design process. “I get a kick out of having to find the most
effective way to produce something, remove useless details and keep only
the essential, and not spend a minute on a task that can be avoided,” he
explains.

The other clear influences in his work,
besides nature, are Irish designer and
furniture maker Joseph Walsh and,
particularly, ‘60s design icons Charles
and Ray Eames. “I really like their
style,” says Balt. “I’m not only inspired
by the aesthetic of their objects, but
also their approach: furniture that is
out of the ordinary but produced in
mass quantities.”

The idea for smooth, non-linear
furniture took seed during his
woodworking studies. “Everything
started in college, when I was thinking
about my final project,” says Balt. “I
decided to create something without
any straight lines.” The result was a
one-of-a-kind dresser, the final product
of a three-year program that earned
the student cabinetmaker a grant at the

end of his DEC at the École nationale du meuble et de l’ébenisterie.

When he and Marina decided to move to Canada, he realized that a change
of scenery wasn’t the only thing he sought. “I decided to rethink what I
should do for a living because it was a good opportunity to start from scratch
since we were changing continents and changing lives altogether,” says Balt.
He decided to change paths, away from marketing, which was his career in
Belarus.

“I began to think that I would like to
make something that people would
enjoy and keep for years and, I would
hope, pass down to their children, and
their children to theirs.” Balt inherited
this affinity for DIY from his engineer
father, who was also a woodworking
hobbyist.

The woodworker is now looking to
incorporate metal into his made-to-
order tables and experiment with
steam-bending, a woodworking
technique that makes the wood more
pliable, with endless possibilities.

KRÖMM Design furniture and
accessories, available at
http://krommdesign.com.
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iShape Slim Walnut coffee table by KRÖMM Design. (Photo by Marina Balt)

SHARED ON FACEBOOK

@UrbnExpressions

http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/
http://www.montrealgazette.com/index.html
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/contact-us
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/advertise-with-us
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/about-ue
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/fashion
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/decor
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/beauty5
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/social
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/travel
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/in-print
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/my-montreal
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fdecor%2Fstory%2Fkromm-design-custom-handmade-wood-furniture&text=KR%C3%96MM%20Design%3A%20Custom%2C%20Handmade%20Wood%20Furniture%20%7C%20Urban%20ExpressionsUrban%20Expressions&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fdecor%2Fstory%2Fkromm-design-custom-handmade-wood-furniture
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fdecor%2Fstory%2Fkromm-design-custom-handmade-wood-furniture
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/decor
https://www.facebook.com/UrbanExpressionsMTL
https://twitter.com/UrbnExpressions
http://twitter.com/RestoCommunion
http://t.co/oBSzAwF3MI
http://twitter.com/Hofkelsten
http://twitter.com/AuxVivres
http://twitter.com/BarflyMtl
http://t.co/aVNis8R25b
http://twitter.com/FantasiaFest
http://twitter.com/Croisieres_aml
http://twitter.com/WearHeartCity
http://twitter.com/Lolewomen
http://twitter.com/benbyjw
http://t.co/J2MUa2kHiP
http://twitter.com/mtlgazette
http://twitter.com/BillZacharkiw
http://t.co/gm9bj2WYgQ
http://t.co/ltdXfWkJej
http://twitter.com/tourmonteregie
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/in-print
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/about-ue
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/advertise-with-us
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/contact-us
http://www.montrealgazette.com/index.html
http://westislandgazette.com/
http://www.hockeyinsideout.com/
http://offislandgazette.com/
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/KR%C3%96MM-design_header_1000.jpg
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/2_KD_1000.jpg
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/4_KD_800.jpg
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/5_KD_800.jpg
http://krommdesign.com/
http://krommdesign.com/
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/tag/home-decor
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/tag/local
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/tag/made-in-montreal
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/tag/montreal-designer
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/decor
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/comments.php?api_key=231191590283949&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2FbLBBWlYJp_w.js%3Fversion%3D41%23cb%3Df2ebfd0ac8%26domain%3Dwww.urbanexpressions.ca%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%252Ff3a01a04b8%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fdecor%2Fstory%2Fkromm-design-custom-handmade-wood-furniture&locale=en_US&numposts=15&sdk=joey&width=470#
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/my-montreal/story/my-montreal-jazz-singer-jeri-brown
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/my-montreal/story/my-montreal-jazz-singer-jeri-brown
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/my-montreal/story/write-on-montreal-michael-konyves
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/my-montreal/story/write-on-montreal-michael-konyves
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/fashion/story/loue-1-robe-celebrates-one-year
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/fashion/story/loue-1-robe-celebrates-one-year
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food/story/five-ways-to-enjoy-cream-liqueur
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food/story/five-ways-to-enjoy-cream-liqueur
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food/story/restaurant-arem-opens-in-griffintown
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food/story/restaurant-arem-opens-in-griffintown
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/fashion/story/how-to-wear-white-this-spring-tips-from-three-designers
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/fashion/story/how-to-wear-white-this-spring-tips-from-three-designers
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/beauty5/story/lip-gloss-makes-a-comeback-for-spring
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/beauty5/story/lip-gloss-makes-a-comeback-for-spring
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food/story/tapas-for-brunch-at-ma-douce-moitie
http://www.urbanexpressions.ca/food/story/tapas-for-brunch-at-ma-douce-moitie
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id&placement=activity_plugin&extra_2=CA
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fsocial%2Fstory%2Fwhats-happening-in-montreal-fashion-that-gives-back-all-white-yoga-celebration&h=hAQHpYIO1&enc=AZMIxFYSy0beJrotH3VgBrF8k_2PgTVhGKZM5BJ3Qm1k_62Vg_uHT3X-Y_JAu407PnOPTtwuZR5MzrS4RI11GrC3F0U8S-4Soa0bN9HUND6JAUghPl2gAJ2mhuM0nW6xlELfUi8wlwWbJsJLoGSq8rzV6nlO_nYSoGfDH5rcqQBEB31VHNMwXWoExeeIzxAAFP-ZK-GKqyXm83KGxy6rhhKxOg5Ig0Lki6_QdirbF3wN2ntrzJ52Tl6apHr1BC49gP8ReCKoWMDQvy75cC4exMw6&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fdecor%2Fstory%2Fhome-sweet-smelling-home-with-clair-de-lune&h=NAQGJ7rAP&enc=AZPEEcunzCVpaA5_dUE3eTNqcs2Ai0OGraOjAujxZa3wkp953A4FWPVDrIh0zdTt8zwoKxFlG__VStatdbisKfNTofLmpYwimQjYpsRijtBIOJHsI47odckXapfnuMmYdqeXjr4gx_eT5EBLLEjZ_4YF0A88kTKquv6Wikn3S8_kukk7ruPrhjz2uQDdZOyCRcmznwFvEgGT6Wy8jouPMuqfUMCQRbIu02bayh58KJJl0BINNwyq2EUhJ3721eL5lYs0ZJcLoQB4Fkl1hWMsxzGb&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fsocial%2Fstory%2Fa-street-with-new-energy&h=YAQEcM6yI&enc=AZMHMDWzrH7f5apJVzXnTNumbmSbbcnp7nNH8u-X4SZ8XLwk53qUn7JwM_QlYen2b60GE0rwJpfhUpio6auyMX8WCmyKqYe6vny5xVTHH2rZE25DbjDQjntnKYRYler6wjuKNpbzgoPd_ImTLA8SWV4pWbgy-UkB0KuRXSZIzQUOrkLN2EXZXJRpMMvQQKPQS-8OWxIGn9wMSdROLqdvXzTzi-aPiYbzxPZp_ZClqGLPQ9so17UrsxdboUKH6JOcTizrp3spTqDd16Ucd3_qdOKO&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fmy-montreal%2Fstory%2Fmy-montreal-chef-chris-heppner-of-communion&h=bAQGQPSGI&enc=AZMOsKoA07pIXbnCxCjUuuBqlfI-I8Qn4pX9-y7vaXi7PLITeaPCxQcroMVjFTvHgyuV9x5BAlQIPnb-J96PycgpnuVDZdlDogF6efNBJkKKIFRajUD_VaDnrJyMIH2OIaezHDWiq7obuwcNdJrDATSnfP-aWAuZR4sKNB5mLn27ayi3G67dmZAJSM2lCoqfvnECgxW0xY6EP3B9yKdRMaoFzbtNwxRwA_xksTAn4y86yP_bkR6Yo8g07kYnP1NO_oxL7sTogapjm9q-kokRBbeb&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/activity.php?app_id=231191590283949&channel=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2FbLBBWlYJp_w.js%3Fversion%3D41%23cb%3Df389ab5794%26domain%3Dwww.urbanexpressions.ca%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%252Ff3a01a04b8%26relation%3Dparent.parent&header=false&height=360&locale=en_US&recommendations=false&sdk=joey&site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca&width=290#
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fsocial%2Fstory%2Fwhats-happening-in-montreal-fashion-that-gives-back-all-white-yoga-celebration&h=9AQEHik6t&enc=AZOVRa0Ar7W3fwiPs5Hxo8VFKG5_2zokm5B04mTYcGv3efilPyXMuYlcc8jLZHmu2__m2weR0nPoyjuD7Uo-VgG4444DABQqe2xcjFMM4e_Rxo1p3BV4PdmaB0d8ImXLZFAXNpMbp7_4flf5V2cgN_uMl6I4NWxkrnTKKzAojZMWyN2PieOpRogx5duV2XZHTsfshhU4Mirb_7n77du2DwJGMFumYx0IyyXQ94WnmP1WomL3xpXhtsmAv2pPMZsG2jwNSY44U3bARqV4qzr_8QDw&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fdecor%2Fstory%2Fhome-sweet-smelling-home-with-clair-de-lune&h=0AQHJwRT7&enc=AZP8JQ6As1JqCM2tfG4HX_gzNztdNhJoUqb4Kv9SyeH58BE-RscdCL55xEAw4CNrgzek5yMPcQAdGDqjhINuRPtxQlUHyeveTQZiflffNEpn3Jty_sI8VCQ3s89943B5U7We1kb8l9lwj6Gn9ikBId0_wSv4LlLq0U4nEmLQ5gZ9voQBNYGjt7WwLMky8dWFe2aLMokrqJAfLp3CD_YRALFUgemGXOrlxN7kuE3gO40J7ncPEzn3Kkp24Njpy8Hu3Yzs26l5VZpprb5lHLLF39QC&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fsocial%2Fstory%2Fa-street-with-new-energy&h=yAQHIseOS&enc=AZPU3yEW_bWTDGIcNuhPkzVa2AQjynHqVk-Js3_OjwT46r4m9WNwQU2JkxibEMdVahHVMBa6AckrBUn6gx7Jmpvk7ZMusTjcDkXHxl7tQf8cZko52PH1f-m_fJ8TUQXOHrLzHSvJ2JuWVDSrA3CqvW000bUa4Pnzon6Ej6xjoR6Q1YluwfOelzZeuu2YNOzntKrz3T6guvnvNgDIbZzRKcGoRuD1PrVL910hL8IVyQN0ES1AcZgNS6188uC1q4rOE8FfleymnqjleLVt8gDaKRCw&s=1
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanexpressions.ca%2Fmy-montreal%2Fstory%2Fmy-montreal-chef-chris-heppner-of-communion&h=6AQGamYvm&enc=AZO0gNQYdPS8pNXggNyETzL2rfjrb97jPmR9WKwAwCZpzPaXGo_dfXxxh2uS84q-DiZT2FkN7cKQRkatwtv_PXpdtnRAJ3ZY3ytq2jZuqDgBAXNSBEJ5P074zjE_RJ1fNMIgLDI0Sm3B0F21o1Kg8CZqyio0OpUREVfT2t8i_nU6G42gVFXBKzM4bE64ie5kejpH5jdYjWDi3oNtZen2KzjhLDWVQGt00HGtnngCjeZraCaWtMvkUzPoKkgUwaQ_NQbIu7VDLMwtHBOQgm4TlX96&s=1

