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When fashion meets intention

What is style? Is style innate or something that we cultivate with time? The popularity of street style blogs
illustrates our growing fascination with the distinctive and intriguing ways people the world over visually
articulate themselves. Below, we ponder on fashion, style, and how the latter two converge to create a
singular mode of self-expression.

Fashion vs. style

Are fashion and style interchangeable? At first glance, they do appear to be. Celebrities, royals, and men and
women in positions of power, afforded the best in trendy, designer wares are almost always said to be stylish,
and thus populate the covers of magazines and best-dressed lists as style archetypes for us to emulate. But
if fashion equates style, why is it then, that in spite of the industry’s ever-changing prescriptions, images of
the late actress Audrey Hepburn in a minimalist black dress and pearls or the late Princess Grace'’s inimitable
chic still exemplify quintessential style and permeate our collective consciousness to this day? And why is it
that despite the introduction of new garments season after season, certain pieces— like the little black dress
—still populate women'’s closets, decades after their induction into the fashion sphere?

At its core, fashion is concerned with clothes. It is a business. Clothing is its main commodity. And as a result,
like any other business, its survival depends on novelty. Style, however, is concerned with the wearer and his
or her relationship to him or herself. Clothes make up a visual lexicon at the wearer’s disposal to formulate
his or her identity and style rests on the wearer’s ability to successfully articulate that self to the world. In that
respect, one can exude style without adhering to the sartorial prescriptions of the moment, just as someone
with a closet brimming with the trendiest wares may not exhibit an ounce of style.

Fashion, then, is merely an instrument. Style rests on one’s ability to articulate one’s real self with said
instrument. A rare inclination in a world where clothes are seen as merely functional or utilitarian, and that
despite the numerous inspirations afforded by fashion, a world in constant proliferation.
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Is style necessary or merely a luxury? Granted, being stylish doesn’t save any lives, and won'’t put an end to rele

war or famine. Nevertheless, matters of style carry certain social implications. For one, as Psychology Today

editor-at-large Hara Estroff Marano put it best, “Style presumes that you are a person of interest; that the _

world is a place of interest, that life is worth making the effort for.” The author also incisively points out that Join Pantene on Facebook
style implies a degree of moral responsibility. Once we limit ourselves to pieces reflective of our personal

style, consumption no longer becomes something we blindly partake in to excess, or at the behest of

marketers. And in that verve, we do our part, however small, to reduce the waste that currently engulfs our

planet.
47" Tag(s): fashion, style, shopping, trends, culture, society "_
Related Content:
© Reflections on Impulse Shopping
© Breathe New Life into Your Wardrobe
From the web
- Pantene
L B L
T ’ (,\.
? I A W,
8 Celebrities You Didn’t 11 Couples Who Will Holiday fling: Why having
Know Were Related Definitely Split in 2014! an affair will save your
(Celeb Zen) (Fame10) marriage in 2014.
(ELLE)
Recommended by O
Rate this article:
We wanna know! Post your comment below. 2 comment(s)
name (required):
email (required but not published):
website
security code (required)
SV £2
SV EZ2 6 |,
| | comment notifications o POSTYOUN COnNTIEN
[ Dansk p 4 flag as spam = reply | ¥ ihis
' March 20, 2012 at 8:39 am 12 others heart this +
| totally agree with the article. "Fashion" is the current trend, e.g. when bellbottoms were "in". "Style"
is a way to express oneself, e.g. people/friends known for being "really casual", "classic,
consrvative", "frolicky, fun", "all about sex", "dressing for success/power". In all the categories, so to
speak, there will be "fashion". So there will be our own "style" which can likely be worn for years.
Again, the "quality versus quantity" principle applies. | find my trendy friends have many, many
short-life pieces while those more on the style side have maybe fewer, but better quality pieces
which they adjust with accessories.
7 uneverknow > flag as spam = reply | ¥ s
' April 1, 2012 at 5:49 pm 8 others heart this +
interesting article...yes, there is alot of excess. things aren't made to last, quality fashion is hard to
find
dippity-do offer divine.ca holiday My Life, My Journey
"Like" dippity-do on Facebook contest contest
to get a $1.50 coupon! Our gift to you! Enter for a chance to become \V
the next Merz Aesthetics " %
model! MERZ AESTHETIES™
click here © click here © click here ©
sponsored
Keurig contest ‘ e AT $100 gift card from
Participate for a chance to win A 3 S RO’reSupermorke’r.co
1 of 3 dream vacations with the
Travel Your Way contest by N INSTANT PRES (UpOﬂ Opproval)
Keurig Get up to 5% cash back on
eligible purchases.
click here © click here ©
advertisement

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
’tis the
Caesar

FOR REQPES CLICK HERE

PLEASE ENJOY RESPONSIBLY
© Btages (asada Iac. 790 AB Righes reserved. Fams ols résernds

advertisement ' " advertisement

Hot topics: fragrances, accessories, clothing, trends, makeup, hairremoval, fall, shoes
fashion+beauty entertainment health love living finance goodies
beauty battle of the stars body health relationships career household finance contests
fashion celebrity countdowns breast cancer single+dating décor investing coupons
hair celebrity database fitness in bed family insurance downloadables
makeup celebrity gossip nutrition money credit cards ecards
skincare _ games wellness apps+features recipes+cocktails mortgages re_view squad
accessories horoscopes travel winners
clothing videos apps+features erogenous zones décor planner apps+features
shoes pleasure poses
trends body mass index calculator apps+features money 101: glossary of terms

caloric needs calculator
apps+features calories burned calculator baby name finder

exercise finder carbon footprint calculator
fashion glossary food finder conversion calculator
stuff we ¥ ideal weight calculator cooking dictionary
shopping directory period predictor due date calculator
spa locator smoke-free days counter food+wine matcher

target heart rate calculator karma corner

money glossary
paint+wallpaper calculator
pregnancy calculator

blog all our... divine.ca stay connected friends+partners
articles about us newsletters websaver.ca
editor's picks contact us RSS
quizzes careers twitter
tips advertise with us facebook
tools+apps media room
unsubscribe
site map

© 2013 divine.ca - Terms of service | Privacy Policy GLAM



http://www.divine.ca/en/
http://www.divine.ca/en/become-a-member/c_547/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/fr/c_2/
http://www30a5.glam.com/gad/click.act?0336-_gclickid=gaclk37033924604-_advid=50003643-_adid=5000156677-_crid=500143227-_aipid=201312241420-_ge_=1%5E2%5E06c8dd21d9ffb2c6cf32567ec06dae141-sz=728x90-zone=/-ord=6203342359513044-afid=1643600819-dsid=1643600819-sid=22173246817511833722-tile=1-tt=j-atf=o-urlmd5=618056ce2dec6f0744e97d7ba827a682-ga_kurl=1-ga_rmt=1-_gclick_gaclk37033924604https://www.facebook.com/SmirnoffCanada
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_46/fashion-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_70/hair-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_71/makeup-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_72/skincare-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_91/fragrances-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/fashion-glossary/c_290/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/stuff-we-love/c_76/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/c_2/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html?print=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/tags/c_458_i_63/fashion-1.html?type=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/tags/c_458_i_1274/style-1.html?type=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/tags/c_458_i_355/shopping-1.html?type=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/tags/c_458_i_260/trends-1.html?type=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/tags/c_458_i_1737/culture-1.html?type=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/tags/c_458_i_1738/society-1.html?type=article
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4839/reflections-on-impulse-shopping-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4839/reflections-on-impulse-shopping-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4828/breathe-new-life-into-your-wardrobe-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/en/bubbles/rating-system.php?id=4856&type=content&rating=1
http://www.divine.ca/en/bubbles/rating-system.php?id=4856&type=content&rating=2
http://www.divine.ca/en/bubbles/rating-system.php?id=4856&type=content&rating=3
http://www.divine.ca/en/bubbles/rating-system.php?id=4856&type=content&rating=4
http://www.divine.ca/en/bubbles/rating-system.php?id=4856&type=content&rating=5
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www30a5.glam.com/gad/click.act?0337-_gclickid=gaclk73177469801-_advid=50003643-_adid=5000156676-_crid=500143226-_aipid=201312241420-_ge_=1%5E2%5E06c8dd21d9ffb2c6cf32567ec06dae142-sz=300x250-zone=/-ord=6203342359513044-afid=1643600819-dsid=1643600819-sid=22173246817511833722-tile=2-tt=j-atf=o-urlmd5=618056ce2dec6f0744e97d7ba827a682-ga_kurl=1-ga_rmt=1-_gclick_gaclk73177469801https://www.facebook.com/SmirnoffCanada
http://23.21.135.73/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=838__zoneid=3__OXLCA=1__cb=8934324a0a__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.divine.ca%2Fen%2Freview-squad%2Fsingle-review%2Fc_390_i_90%2Fpetcurean-now-fresh-pet-food-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_91/fragrances-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_62/accessories-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_63/clothing-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_65/trends-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_71/makeup-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_120/hair-removal-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_122/fall-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_64/shoes-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_68/beauty-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_69/fashion-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_70/hair-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_71/makeup-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_72/skincare-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_62/accessories-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_63/clothing-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_64/shoes-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/topics/c_405_i_65/trends-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/fashion-lexicon/c_290/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/stuff-we-love/c_76/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/shopping-directory/c_24/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/spa-locator/c_103/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/battle-of-the-stars/c_315/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/celebrity-countdown/c_276/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/celebrity-database/c_280/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/news-and-gossip/c_50/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/games/c_52/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/horoscope/c_51/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/videos/c_205/
http://www.divine.ca/en/health/topics/c_406_i_66/body-health-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/breast-cancer-corner/c_237/
http://www.divine.ca/en/health/topics/c_406_i_73/fitness-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/health/topics/c_406_i_74/nutrition-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/health/topics/c_406_i_52/wellness-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/body-mass-index/c_28/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/caloric-needs-calculator/c_316/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/calories-burned-calculator/c_264/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/exercise-finder/c_266/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/food-finder/c_30/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/ideal-weight-calculator/c_317/
http://www.divine.ca/en/health-and-wellness/period-predictor-and-fertility-calendar/c_320/
http://www.divine.ca/en/health-and-wellness/smoke-free-days-counter/c_323/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fitness-and-nutrition/thr-calculator/c_105/
http://www.divine.ca/en/love/topics/c_407_i_53/relationships-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/love/topics/c_407_i_54/singledating-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/love/topics/c_407_i_55/in-bed-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/sex-and-love/erogenous-zone-map/c_47/
http://www.divine.ca/en/s_x-and-love/pleasure-poses/c_322/
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/topics/c_408_i_56/career-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/topics/c_408_i_57/decor-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/topics/c_408_i_58/family-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/topics/c_408_i_60/money-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/recipe-finder/c_72/
http://www.divine.ca/en/virtual-bartender/c_41/
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/topics/c_408_i_67/travel-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/dcor-planner/c_442/
http://www.divine.ca/en/pregnancy-and-parenting/baby-name-finder/c_272/
http://www.divine.ca/en/food-and-home/carbon-footprint-calculator/c_327/
http://www.divine.ca/en/food-and-home/conversion-calculator/c_324/
http://www.divine.ca/en/food-and-home/culinary-dictionary/c_300/
http://www.divine.ca/en/pregnancy-and-parenting/due-date-calculator/c_314/
http://www.divine.ca/en/food-and-home/food-and-wine-matcher/c_313/
http://www.divine.ca/en/career-and-money/charities/c_60/
http://www.divine.ca/en/career-and-money/money-101-glossary-of-terms/c_341/
http://www.divine.ca/en/food-and-home/paint-and-wallpaper-calculator/c_374/
http://www.divine.ca/en/pregnancy-and-parenting/pregnancy-calendar/c_360/
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/topics/c_535_i_135/household-finance-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/topics/c_535_i_136/investing-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/topics/c_535_i_139/insurance-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/topics/c_535_i_137/credit-cards-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/topics/c_535_i_138/mortgages-1.html
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/money-101-glossary-of-terms/c_341/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/contests/c_53/
http://www.websaver.ca/en_ca/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/desktop-wallpapers/c_391/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/ecards/c_123/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/review-squad-archive/c_393/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fun-and-entertainment/winners-circle/c_54/
http://www.divine.ca/blog/
http://www.divine.ca/en/articles/c_16/
http://www.divine.ca/en/editors-picks/c_83/
http://www.divine.ca/en/quizzes/c_32/
http://www.divine.ca/en/tips/c_33
http://www.divine.ca/en/all-tools/c_340/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/about-us/c_91/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/contact-us/c_271/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/careers/c_281/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/advertise-with-us/c_93/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/media-room/c_269/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/unsubscribe/c_96/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/sitemap/c_283/
http://www.divine.ca/register/en/?type=nl
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/rss-feeds/c_282/
http://www.twitter.com/divinedotca
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/divinedotca
http://www.websaver.ca/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/terms-and-conditions/c_119/
http://www.divine.ca/en/divineca/privacy-policy/c_92/
http://www35t.glam.com/jsadclick.act?8%5E2%5E05ff5547bd2c37524f373b449b199d11%5E22173246817511833722%5E1643601458%5E0%5E/%5E888x10%5E204571623%5E25299855%5E-1%5E-1%5E-1%5E204571623%5E0%5E0%5E7402559611946344%5E%5E%5E0%5E%5ECA%5E0%5EQC%5E0%5E%5EMONTREAL%5E5000%5E0%5ENone%5E0%5E%5E@http://www.glam.com
http://www.divine.ca/en/
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/c_2/
http://www.divine.ca/en/entertainment/c_7/
http://www.divine.ca/en/health/c_4/
http://www.divine.ca/en/love/c_6/
http://www.divine.ca/en/living/c_5/
http://www.divine.ca/en/finance/c_530/
http://www.divine.ca/blog/en/
http://www.divine.ca/en/review-squad/c_393/
http://www.divine.ca/en/goodies/c_403/
https://plus.google.com/u/1/107865653817115481818?rel=author
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.divine.ca%2Fen%2Ffashion-beauty%2Farticles%2Fc_10_i_4856%2Freflections-on-personal-style-1.html&text=Reflections%20on%20Personal%20Style&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.divine.ca%2Fen%2Ffashion-beauty%2Farticles%2Fc_10_i_4856%2Freflections-on-personal-style-1.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.divine.ca%2Fen%2Ffashion-beauty%2Farticles%2Fc_10_i_4856%2Freflections-on-personal-style-1.html
javascript:%20new_captcha('secureimg','10');
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/en/fashion-beauty/articles/c_10_i_4856/reflections-on-personal-style-1.html#
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=171
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=171
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=170
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=170
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=169
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=169
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=167
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=167
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=166
http://www.divine.ca/track_newsletter/promos_tracker.php?pid=166

