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When fashion meets intention
What is style? Is style innate or something that we cultivate with time? The popularity of street style blogs
illustrates our growing fascination with the distinctive and intriguing ways people the world over visually
articulate themselves. Below, we ponder on fashion, style, and how the latter two converge to create a
singular mode of self-expression.
 
Fashion vs. style
Are fashion and style interchangeable? At first glance, they do appear to be. Celebrities, royals, and men and
women in positions of power, afforded the best in trendy, designer wares are almost always said to be stylish,
and thus populate the covers of magazines and best-dressed lists as style archetypes for us to emulate. But
if fashion equates style, why is it then, that in spite of the industry’s ever-changing prescriptions, images of
the late actress Audrey Hepburn in a minimalist black dress and pearls or the late Princess Grace’s inimitable
chic still exemplify quintessential style and permeate our collective consciousness to this day? And why is it
that despite the introduction of new garments season after season, certain pieces— like the little black dress
—still populate women’s closets, decades after their induction into the fashion sphere? 
 
At its core, fashion is concerned with clothes. It is a business. Clothing is its main commodity. And as a result,
like any other business, its survival depends on novelty. Style, however, is concerned with the wearer and his
or her relationship to him or herself. Clothes make up a visual lexicon at the wearer’s disposal to formulate
his or her identity and style rests on the wearer’s ability to successfully articulate that self to the world. In that
respect, one can exude style without adhering to the sartorial prescriptions of the moment, just as someone
with a closet brimming with the trendiest wares may not exhibit an ounce of style.
 
Fashion, then, is merely an instrument. Style rests on one’s ability to articulate one’s real self with said
instrument. A rare inclination in a world where clothes are seen as merely functional or utilitarian, and that
despite the numerous inspirations afforded by fashion, a world in constant proliferation.
 
Keeping up with fashion requires a lot of money. Style requires little of it. Style requires self-awareness, self-
knowledge, confidence, personality, inventiveness, and the courage to express one’s true self in an
increasingly fast-paced world that renders individuality almost obsolete. 
 
Innate vs. learned
Is one born with style or can style be learned? It’s doubtful that we come out of the womb with a fully
articulated self, hence doubtful that one is stylish from birth. Style requires self-knowledge, and that in itself is
acquired through experience and self-exploration. Perhaps certain people become attuned to their inner
selves much earlier than others. What’s more, humans are complex beings and as such, are constantly
evolving. Thus, our style, much like ourselves, is ever-changing and requires ongoing self-assessment.
 
Necessity vs. luxury
Is style necessary or merely a luxury? Granted, being stylish doesn’t save any lives, and won’t put an end to
war or famine. Nevertheless, matters of style carry certain social implications. For one, as Psychology Today
editor-at-large Hara Estroff Marano put it best, “Style presumes that you are a person of interest; that the
world is a place of interest, that life is worth making the effort for.” The author also incisively points out that
style implies a degree of moral responsibility. Once we limit ourselves to pieces reflective of our personal
style, consumption no longer becomes something we blindly partake in to excess, or at the behest of
marketers. And in that verve, we do our part, however small, to reduce the waste that currently engulfs our
planet.   

Related Content:
Reflections on Impulse Shopping
Breathe New Life into Your Wardrobe

 From the web

Recommended by

Rate this article:     

 comment notifications  

sponsored

advertisement

advertisement advertisement

fragrances, accessories, clothing, trends, makeup, hair removal, fall, shoes

fashion+beauty

beauty
fashion
hair
makeup
skincare
accessories
clothing
shoes
trends

apps+features

fashion glossary
stuff we ♥
shopping directory
spa locator

entertainment

battle of the stars
celebrity countdowns
celebrity database
celebrity gossip
games
horoscopes
videos

health

body health
breast cancer
fitness
nutrition
wellness

apps+features

body mass index calculator
caloric needs calculator
calories burned calculator
exercise finder
food finder
ideal weight calculator
period predictor
smoke-free days counter
target heart rate calculator

love

relationships
single+dating
in bed

apps+features

erogenous zones
pleasure poses

living

career
décor
family
money
recipes+cocktails
travel
décor planner

apps+features

baby name finder
carbon footprint calculator
conversion calculator
cooking dictionary
due date calculator
food+wine matcher
karma corner
money glossary
paint+wallpaper calculator
pregnancy calculator

finance

household finance
investing
insurance
credit cards
mortgages

apps+features

money 101: glossary of terms

goodies

contests
coupons
downloadables
ecards
review squad
winners

blog all our...

articles
editor's picks
quizzes
tips
tools+apps

divine.ca

about us
contact us
careers
advertise with us
media room
unsubscribe
site map

stay connected

newsletters
RSS
twitter
facebook

friends+partners

websaver.ca

© 2013 divine.ca - Terms of service  | Privacy Policy

 fashion+beauty entertainment health love living finance blog      review squad goodies

search

Reflections on Personal Style
by Katia Jean Paul 
published March 20, 2012

rating: (161 Ratings)

TweetTweet 5 09LikeLike

8 Celebrities You Didn’t
Know Were Related
(Celeb Zen)

11 Couples Who Will
Definitely Split in 2014!
(Fame10)

Holiday fling: Why having
an affair will save your
marriage in 2014.
(ELLE)

We wanna know! Post your comment below. 2 comment(s)

name (required):

email (required but not published):

website

security code (required)

  

Dansk 
March 20, 2012 at 8:39 am

 flag as spam |  reply | I  this 
12 others heart this 

I totally agree with the article. "Fashion" is the current trend, e.g. when bellbottoms were "in". "Style"
is a way to express oneself, e.g. people/friends known for being "really casual", "classic,
consrvative", "frolicky, fun", "all about sex", "dressing for success/power". In all the categories, so to
speak, there will be "fashion". So there will be our own "style" which can likely be worn for years.
Again, the "quality versus quantity" principle applies. I find my trendy friends have many, many
short-life pieces while those more on the style side have maybe fewer, but better quality pieces
which they adjust with accessories.
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interesting article...yes, there is alot of excess. things aren't made to last, quality fashion is hard to
find
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